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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 070433 
ORIGIN PM-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SIG-03 SS-15 NSCE-00 PA-01 
SP-02 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 INRE-00 /049 R 

DRAFTED BY DOD/ISA:PMARNANE:RG 

APPROVED BY PM/ISP:JHAWES 

EUR/RPM - MR. ROBINSON 

EUR/NE - MR. DONCHI 

PM/ISP - MR. MILLER 

DOD/ISA - MR. DAVIS 

052362 18221 1Z/66 

OR 182115Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION USNATO 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
SECDEF WASHDC 
OJCS WASHDC 
OCNO WASHDC 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
USNMR SHAPE 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON 
CINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

SECRET STATE 070433 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO. NO 

SUBJECT: N.Y. TIMES ARTICLE ON NAVY WARTIME ROLE 

REF: AMEMB OLSO 1615 18Z MAR 78 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 070433 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE (REFTEL), YOU ARE 
AUTHORIZED TO REASSURE NORWEGIAN OFFICIALS THAT THE INFOR- 
MATION CONTAINED IN N.Y. TIMES ARTICLE REGARDING NAVY 
WARTIME ROLE DOES NOT REFLECT ANY SHIFT IN US STRATEGY 
FOR REINFORCEMENT AND DEFENSE OF NORWAY. 

2. N.Y. TIMES ARTICLE ALLEGEDLY QUOTES MEMO FROM NAVY 
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SECRETARY TO SECDEF. THE COMMENTS PROVIDED BY SECNAV 
WERE IN RESPONSE TO EARLY DRAFT OF DOD CONSOLIDATED 
GUIDANCE (CG). CG SERVES AS AN AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT OF 
FUNDAMENTAL STRATEGY, ISSUES, AND RATIONALE UNDERLYING THE 
DEFENSE PROGRAM. CG AT THIS TIME IS IN DRAFT FORM ONLY 
AND HAS NOT BEEN APPROVED BY SECDEF OR PRESIDENT. 

3. WHILE DISCUSSING ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF PROVIDING 
FORCES TO PROTECT THE FLANKS THE CG DOES NOT IMPLY A 
SHIFT IN US STRATEGY FOR NORWEGIAN DEFENSE, AND CONFIRMS 
OUR LONGSTANDING COMMITMENT TO DEFEND THE NORTHERN FLANK. 
CONTRARY TO PRESS ALLEGATIONS, THE USE OF CARRIER TASK 
GROUPS IN THE NORWEGIAN SEA, HAS NOT BEEN RULED OUT. IN 
ADDITION, THE CG DIRECTS THE INITIATION OF EFFORTS TO 
IDENTIFY MEANS TO STRENGTHEN OUR CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT 

AND DEFEND THE FLANKS. 

4. THE DRAFT CG DOES NOT EXCLUDE A NAVY ROLE IN DEFENDING 
THE FLANKS. THE EXTENT OF NAVAL PARTICIPATION IN THE 
DEFENSE OF THE FLANKS AND THE SPECIFIC MEANS TO BE PRO- 
GRAMMED FOR NAVY, HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF LIVELY DEBATE. 

THE DEBATE HAS NOT ERRODED IN ANY WAY OUR BASIC NATIONAL 
SECURITY OBJECTIVES, NOR HAS IT AFFECTED OUR COMMITMENT TO 
NATO, WHICH WILL REMAIN OUR HIGHEST OVERSEAS DEFENSE 
PRIORITY. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 070433 

5. PARA 1 PROVIDES RESPONSE FOR PRESS INQUIRIES. 

6. THIS IS A JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 070433 
ORIGIN EUR-03 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /004 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY EUR/NE:DDONCHI 
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APPROVED BY EUR/NE:REWOODS 

089060 222354Z/64 

R 221810Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO RUDKFMQ/AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 0508 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 

SECRET STATE 070433 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 070433 ACTION OSLO INFO USNATO COPENHAGEN 
REYKJAVIK LONDON SECDEF JCS CNO USCINCEUR USNMR SHAPE 
CINCUSNAVEUR CINCLANT MAR 18. 

QUOTE E C R E T STATE 070433 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO. NO 

SUBJECT: N.Y. TIMES ARTICLE ON NAVY WARTIME ROLE 

REF: AMEMB OLSO 161518Z MAR 78 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE (REFTEL), YOU ARE 
AUTHORIZED TO REASSURE NORWEGIAN OFFICIALS THAT THE INFOR- 
MATION CONTAINED IN N.Y. TIMES ARTICLE REGARDING NAVY 
WARTIME ROLE DOES NOT REFLECT ANY SHIFT IN US STRATEGY 
FOR REINFORCEMENT AND DEFENSE OF NORWAY. 

2. N.Y. TIMES ARTICLE ALLEGEDLY QUOTES MEMO FROM NAVY 
SECRETARY TO SECDEF. THE COMMENTS PROVIDED BY SECNAV 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 070433 

WERE IN RESPONSE TO EARLY DRAFT OF DOD CONSOLIDATED 
GUIDANCE (CG). CG SERVES AS AN AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT OF 
FUNDAMENTAL STRATEGY, ISSUES. AND RATIONALE UNDERLYING THE 
DEFENSE PROGRAM. CG AT THIS TIME IS IN DRAFT FORM ONLY 
AND HAS NOT BEEN APPROVED BY SECDEF OR PRESIDENT. 

3. WHILE DISCUSSING ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF PROVIDING 
FORCES TO PROTECT THE FLANKS THE CG DOES NOT IMPLY A 
SHIFT IN US STRATEGY FOR NORWEGIAN DEFENSE, AND CONFIRMS 
OUR LONGSTANDING COMMITMENT TO DEFEND THE NORTHERN FLANK. 

CONTRARY TO PRESS ALLEGATIONS, THE USE OF CARRIER TASK 
GROUPS IN THE NORWEGIAN SEA, HAS NOT BEEN RULED OUT. IN 
ADDITION, THE CG DIRECTS THE INITIATION OF EFFORTS TO 
IDENTIFY MEANS TO STRENGTHEN OUR CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT 

AND DEFEND THE FLANKS. 

4. THE DRAFT CG DOES NOT EXCLUDE A NAVY ROLE IN DEFENDING 
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THE FLANKS. THE EXTENT OF NAVAL PARTICIPATION IN THE 
DEFENSE OF THE FLANKS AND THE SPECIFIC MEANS TO BE PRO- 
GRAMMED FOR NAVY, HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF LIVELY DEBATE. 

THE DEBATE HAS NOT ERRODED IN ANY WAY OUR BASIC NATIONAL 
SECURITY OBJECTIVES, NOR HAS IT AFFECTED OUR COMMITMENT TO 
NATO, WHICH WILL REMAIN OUR HIGHEST OVERSEAS DEFENSE 
PRIORITY. 

5. PARA 1 PROVIDES RESPONSE FOR PRESS INQUIRIES. 

6. THIS IS A JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAMESSAGE. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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